
Kit Fox Conditions for Grading and Building Plans 
 

For projects within the San Joaquin kit fox habitat area, the following conditions must be 
printed on grading and building plans.  In addition, the plans must clearly show a 
construction site speed limit of 25 mph (or lower). 
 
BR-3 Prior to issuance of grading and/or construction permits, the applicant shall 
clearly delineate as a note on the project plans, that: “Speed signs of 25 mph (or lower) 
shall be posted for all construction traffic to minimize the probability of road mortality of 
the San Joaquin kit fox”.   Speed limit signs shall be installed on the project site within 30 
days prior to initiation of site disturbance and/or construction, 
 
In addition, prior to permit issuance and initiation of any ground disturbing 
activities, conditions BR-3 through BR-11 of the Developer's Statement/Conditions of 
Approval shall be clearly delineated on project plans. 
 
BR-4  During the site disturbance and/or construction phase, grading and 
construction activities after dusk shall be prohibited unless coordinated through the 
County, during which additional kit fox mitigation measures may be required. 
 
BR-5 Prior to issuance of grading and/or construction permit and within 30 days 
prior to initiation of site disturbance and/or construction, all personnel associated 
with the project shall attend a worker education training program, conducted by a 
qualified biologist, to avoid or reduce impacts on sensitive biological resources (i.e. San 
Joaquin kit fox). At a minimum, as the program relates to the kit fox, the training shall 
include the kit fox’s life history, all mitigation measures specified by the county, as well as 
any related biological report(s) prepared for the project. The applicant shall notify the 
County shortly prior to this meeting.  A kit fox fact sheet shall also be developed prior to 
the training program, and distributed at the training program to all contractors, employers 
and other personnel involved with the construction of the project.   
 
BR-6 During the site-disturbance and/or construction phase, to prevent 
entrapment of the San Joaquin kit fox, all excavation, steep-walled holes or trenches in 
excess of two feet in depth shall be covered at the close of each working day by plywood 
or similar materials, or provided with one or more escape ramps constructed of earth fill 
or wooden planks. Trenches shall also be inspected for entrapped kit fox each morning 
prior to onset of field activities and immediately prior to covering with plywood at the end 
of each working day. Before such holes or trenches are filled, they shall be thoroughly 
inspected for entrapped kit fox. Any kit fox so discovered shall be allowed to escape 
before field activities resume, or removed from the trench or hole by a qualified biologist 
and allowed to escape unimpeded. 
 
BR-7  During the site-disturbance and/or construction phase, any pipes, culverts, or 
similar structures with a diameter of four inches or greater, stored overnight at the project 
site shall be thoroughly inspected for trapped San Joaquin kit foxes before the subject 
pipe is subsequently buried, capped, or otherwise used or moved in any way.  If during 
the construction phase a kit fox is discovered inside a pipe, that section of pipe will not be 
moved, or if necessary, be moved only once to remove it from the path of activity, until 
the kit fox has escaped. 
 



BR-8 During the site-disturbance and/or construction phase, all food-related trash 
items such as wrappers, cans, bottles, and food scraps generated shall be disposed of 
in closed containers only and regularly removed from the site. Food items may attract 
San Joaquin kit foxes onto the project site, consequently exposing such animals to 
increased risk of injury or mortality. No deliberate feeding of wildlife shall be allowed. 
 
BR-9 Prior to, during and after the site-disturbance and/or construction phase, 
use of pesticides or herbicides shall be in compliance with all local, state and federal 
regulations.  This is necessary to minimize the probability of primary or secondary 
poisoning of endangered species utilizing adjacent habitats, and the depletion of prey 
upon which San Joaquin kit foxes depend. 
 
BR-10 During the site-disturbance and/or construction phase, any contractor or 
employee that inadvertently kills or injures a San Joaquin kit fox or who finds any such 
animal either dead, injured, or entrapped shall be required to report the incident 
immediately to the applicant and County.  In the event that any observations are made of 
injured or dead kit fox, the applicant shall immediately notify the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the Department by telephone (see contact information below). In addition, 
formal notification shall be provided in writing within three working days of the finding of 
any such animal(s). Notification shall include the date, time, location and circumstances 
of the incident.  Any threatened or endangered species found dead or injured shall be 
turned over immediately to the Department for care, analysis, or disposition. 
 
BR-11  Prior to final inspection, or occupancy, whichever comes first, should any 
long internal or perimeter fencing be proposed or installed, the applicant shall do the 
following to provide for kit fox passage: 
 

a. If a wire strand/pole design is used, the lowest strand shall be no closer to 
the ground than 12". 

 
 b. If a more solid wire mesh fence is used, 8" x 12" openings near the ground 

shall be provided every 100 yards.   
  
Upon fence installation, the applicant shall notify the County to verify proper installation.  
Any fencing constructed after issuance of a final permit shall follow the above guidelines. 
 
 
Contact Information 
 
California Department of Fish and Game  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Central Coast Region     Ventura Field Office 
P.O. Box 47      2493 Portola Road, Suite B 
Yountville, CA 94599     Ventura, CA 93003 
(805) 528-8670      (805) 644-1766 
(805) 772-4318 
  
County of San Luis Obispo 
Department of Planning and Building 
Division of Environmental and Resource Management 
County Government Center, Room 310 



San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 
ATTN: Ms. Julie Eliason 
(805) 781-5029 
 


